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Shark attack:
theuniquel5

Ferrari hit the ground running when Fl rules
wentto 1.5 litres, as Gordon Cruickshank
finds from a lavish new book on the V6 cars

£ IT SIMPLY THOSE BIEARRE X0STRILS
that make the Ferrari 156 such a
wralshe machdne? Or thestriking

petene el o easiby Ens dowe ome

model among the e varety of

Ferrar developrment types® (ol that
I've ever seen a shark whose nose looks
anyrhing Hioe thar.) Afver all, one Fl design
wins the convtructons” championship every
yeaf, and sosietinned the drivers’ thke as well;
thiz design rook boh bur only In one aingle
year. Yet that unforgettable shape and its
dombnation that seasen has made It one of
the mechanical kgonds of the Formala 1
circild, and this book alos o give you Bs
sl oy

Beimg lrank, Cwe 136 was 2 midaling car
sporting the lnest engloe on the grid - =
s often with Ferraris. s chissls was
vosininally weak anad Innes Ineland descritied
the handling as “modest 30 best™, Yet
especally once the iniial F2 power plant
was replaced by the wide-angle V6 nothing
cotdhd sray with b, mechankcal malsdies and
stirling Mo apart. Such 3 dhame that we
never s e dark bloe Sharkoee with a
white Boby Walker siripe a
that was peoedsed to Stirkieg SMoes for PaEs
I woudd surely have booked stunning in
that livery. But os the book carefully
describes, ihe Souberia failed 1o develop
the car during its winning season, while a
s varinble driver line-up and the fimous
‘palace revalution” efectively scuppered
any chance of carrying thar one season of
auneeas on to the follvwing year.

Larvihily IHuspraied with some siunaling
and unpubbiched photos, bath black-anad-
white and colour fmom Bernand Cahier's
archive, this efty tome, printed in both
English amd German, lmchas in with a
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shon rundown of the 136 story foflowed
Iy decalled race by race tales, Trom s F2
car which develaped the new-1o-Ferrard
mid-engined principle In 1960, through
than ghoriaaly domdnant year of 61 and on
1o the ignominious end a year on, which
Finliscly chescribes s ~a botched season”
Tlaer 1B Dusbtietmmtnd | TS aiml T apuaris
cars haae thwir tarn befone the authors
swdich focus o thie core lEures of the
Wi projecy with ographies, sccompanicd
by line photo portraiis, of all the drivers
whi handied these cars and then more
imerestingly, or perhaps | should sxy less
usially, there are pen portraits of people
Troven thee Sousderia el ncluding englneers
Cardo Chitl and Mauro Farghleri, racing
whirecior Eugenio Dvegond wiw irritsed so
i

w arcainad him, and even Medardo

Fanviuesd, the coachbuilder who actuaally
created the shape of this remarkable car

Enginest Sarks Shill, venine, was U architesi
il ehis Wil masars which powensd Farrars 156

Pl HIN iy the 1546 1han would
taky him o the 10461 workl e,
o Geieling Moasn woaid

Alter some vechnical spocs and a full
curalogue of the car's resules, we switch o
an interesing chapter on Jan Rickens®
magnilicen recreation of the yvellow 156
which Olivier Gendeblen drove In the
Andennes Grand Prix in thar glorious vear
‘-'L!IFI'I the Maranedlo cars finkshed 1-2-3-4
iral 150 were acrapipeesd in thelr
lime, w0 a replica was the only ogetion il he
o beer i

weanbead o, Tnapired by an
e filim, Bl kens set ol
P Tl as rigina] parts 2= lwe coukd,
fomined s eygine and ransasie and had
Tim Syokes uild a car. Then, asverklinghy,
I3 next owner Jason Wright dectded o
irrgprorve i ondd replaced the first body, dwen

chnsals, and folbowed tha up with olwaining

an original 120-degree V6 from the Bardinon
enlbection and building & second car o
reqalicate the machine (n which Fhil 1§60
clinecheed the 1861 thile, Both thoge tales are
1ok lsere by thwe two covators

O mild disappointment o his
imipresstvely produced, cosly ook was

“Forghieri could see the error of this attitude but
‘Chiti did not care about the opinions of others”

nof fAnding any technical drawings or
cutawigs of the car of I8 oomponents,
ot e T
ol thee cars being assemibled in peerioel. tn
the other hamd, Forghieri himsell, for o
o the technicad kingpim of Ferrar and
wery bvolved with Chitl's 156, writes o
preface in which he laments thar Iack of
develupment preparing for 1962, He could
siet the error of this shude o “Carko Clhid
disd no care absoas the opinkons of others®,
e musst have been refieved rhar his boss
Clulni wers omve of Uhise wii disgpearned in
thie Cymais ‘nigght of the bong knives®

| sapppare BB unavolbable on a work
alsoiit ihe 156, il the boob incksbes that
tragic shad from Miomes in PR showing a

i abetald shos of parts

shincked and holpleas Jim Clark seanding by
his darmagen] Latus while cars continue
sl Doy O Wiol W VO
Triges byt om the track. Equally disturbing
is the sight of spectabors crowding the very
harriers whiere momemts before 15 of thelr
ivuanbser bost thur Fves,

There's another phota that made me
Ik twioe: one ol coachislder Fantuesi
paing o the unpabmed proorype e las
creared: far from the cool deslgner you
oold easily imagine, he appears here as
4 copailent, douching Ngure in grimy
overalle. Vet he had that uniquely ttalian
talent for conjuring beauty from a few
skt e amil o adiest of abumiriv afloy. Al
erelif i hdm, Szl the one qpaestion 1 Gimd

race pusd |

myseldl acking having read this hoage work (s
winy was the nose shaped that way? W it
a1 There's aaie

[ fisqom
tny msention of wind tunoe esting. O
improvad cosding? I can't have been thai
SUpserior - i seamy Syroouse they had o
acld 3 couple of ventilation slots up front,
o was it carried on, barring thar pakr of
Ferruri sperts cars. which abandoned i
afier 3 season. Perhaps it was simple aniste
crearviry and | shouldn'y ask, any more
than one would quiz Celling abour why he
ahpeid his Perseus that way. @
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